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Direcció: Jonathan Dayton i Valerie Faris 

País: USA 
Any: 2006 

Durada: 101 min 
Gènere: Comèdia dramàtica 

Interpretació:  
Greg Kinnear (Richard), Toni Collette (Sheryl), Steve Carell (Frank),  

Paul Dano (Dwayne), Abigail Breslin (Olive), Alan Arkin (avi) 
Guió: Michael Arndt 

Producció:  
Marc Turtletaub, David T. Friendly, Peter Saraf, Albert Berger i Ron Yerxa 

Música: Mychael Danna 
Fotografia: Tim Suhrstedt 
Muntatge: Pamela Martin 

Disseny de producció: Kalina Ivanov 
Vestuari: Nancy Steine 

 
 

SINOPSI 

Els Hoover, una família americana que trenca qualsevol motlle, fan un viatge per 
presentar la seva filla a un concurs de bellesa preadolescent. El certamen no 
només provoca un caos còmic, sinó també les sorprenents recompenses de ser 
un perdedor dintre d'una cultura obsessionada amb la victòria. 
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ACTIVITY 1   
 
WRITE THE NAMES OF THE PROTAGONISTS OF LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE UNDER THE 
CORRECT PHOTO. THESE ARE THE NAMES: Richard Hoover (The father)  -  Dwayne 
Hoover (The brother) -  Frank (The uncle)  -  Sheryl Hoover (The mum) -  Olive Hoover 
(The protagonist girl) - Grandpa. 
 

 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           1- …………………………………………           2- ………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
          3- …………………………………………            4- …………………………………………       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          5- …………………………………………             6- …………………………………………       
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ACTIVITY 2 
 
WHO IS WHO IN THE FILM? WRITE SENTENCES USING THE SAXON GENITIVE 
(POSSESSIVE ‘S) TO EXPLAIN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PROTAGONISTS. 
FOR EXAMPLE: DWAYNE AND OLIVE = DWAYNE IS OLIVE’S BROTHER 
 
 
 
SHERYL AND OLIVE:  
 
……………………………………………........................   
 
RICHARD AND OLIVE:   
 
……………………………………………........................   
 
FRANK AND DWAYNE: 
 
……………………………………………........................   

 
OLIVE AND FRANK: 
 
……………………………………………………...................   
 
GRANPA AND RICHARD: 
 
……………………………………………………...................   
 
SHERYL AND GRANDPA: 
 
……………………………………………………...................   
 
DWAYNE AND GRANDPA: 
 
………………………………………….…………...................   
 
 

RICHARD AND SHERYL: 
 
…………………………………………….....................  
 
OLIVE AND GRANDPA: 
 
……………………………………………..................... 
 
RICHARD AND FRANK: 
 
……………………………………………...................... 
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ACTIVITY 3 
 
FILL THE BLANKS IN THE SYNOPSIS OF THE FILM WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS:  
final - professor - suicide - journey - addict – schools - granddaughter - wife- silence - 
fortune 
 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
          The Hoover family would be an 
ordinary family if it wasn’t for the men 
in the house. Richard, the father, is on 
the point of bankruptcy but has kept 
this piece of information from his (1) 
…………….. , Sheryl. Richard is 
obsessed with his 
“nine steps to 
winning” 
programme, 
which he 
imagines will 
bring him fame 
and (2) ……..…… 
once the book 
contract has been 
signed.  
 
 
          Meanwhile, his audiences are 
found in primary (3) ……..……. . His 
son Dwayne is totally dedicated to the 
ideas of Nietzsche. As a result, he 
hates everything in the world and he 
has taken a vow of (4) …………… 
until he achieves his dream of training 
to be a fighter pilot.  
 
          The third man in the house is 
Richard’s father who has been evicted 

from his retirement home for being a 
drug (6) ……………. Grandpa is a 
foul-mouthed old man who loves his 
young (7) …….……… Olive.  
 
 

          Into this mix 
comes Frank, 
Sheryl’s brother 
who is a gay (8) 
…………..… who 
believes himself to 
be the leading 
scholar on Proust. 
But when he loses 
out both in love 
and in a genius 
grant to his rival, 

Frank attempts (9) ……………, and is 
later released into the care of Sheryl’s 
family. 
 
 
          When plump, bespectacled 
Olive hears that she is to go to the 
(10) ………..…… of the Little Miss 
Sunshine junior beauty pageant in 
California, the family sets off in their 
old VW bus for the two-day (11) 
………….…….  

 

 

______________________________________________________________ 
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ACTIVITY 4 
 
THE FOLLOWING TEXT IS AN INTERVIEW WITH ABIGAIL BRESLIN (OLIVE HOOVER, 
THE PROTAGONIST OF LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE). SOME QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN 
REMOVED. YOU HAVE TO READ THE INTERVIEW CAREFULLY AND DECIDE WHICH 
QUESTION GOES BEFORE EACH ANSWER.  
 
ATTENTION: ONE QUESTION IS NOT NECESSARY, SO READ ACCURATELY! 
 
a. Are most of your friends actors? 
b. There are some emotional scenes. Is it hard to switch from crying to laughing? 
c. Do you want to be an actress when you grow up? 
d. What is family life like in your house – anything like the Hoovers? 
e. What about school? Did you have problems with your studies as you worked on the  
    film? 
f. What was it like having Toni Collette as your mother? 
g. What is your own view of “beauty pageants”? 
h. What was it like playing Olive? 
i. You have a big dancing scene at one point in the film – was it difficult to learn the 
routine? 
 
 

Abigail Breslin has been acting since she was three. 
Inspired by her fourteen year-old brother Spencer, who 
is also an accomplished actor, she has appeared in 
commercials, TV shows and films. She played Mel 
Gibson’s daughter in M. Night Shyamalan’s SIGNS and 
appeared with her brother and Kate Hudson in RAISING 
HELEN. She lives in New York with her family. In her 
next film, still untitled, she stars as the niece of 
Catherine Zeta Jones.  
Unlike many child actors, in person, she appears to be 
refreshingly grounded. Wearing a simple sundress, she 

discusses her role as Olive in the following interview. 
 
 
1…………………………………………………………….?  
Abigail: “I had a lot of fun playing her. Olive is very fun 
and happy and loves dancing and loves beauty 
pageants. She finds out suddenly that she can be in the 
beauty pageant, LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE and so she 
is very excited. I like Olive a lot and I think she is very 
cool. She’s strong and happier than some of the others 
in her family, who are quite sad. I don ’t think she really 
understands a lot of what is going on and a lot of their 
problems, so that makes her a little more happy than 
they are.” 
 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
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2-……………………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “She is really nice, she was a lot of fun to work 
with. She is friendly and was always happy on the set.”  
 
3-……………………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “It’s not that hard, you just think of something 
sad. When I was crying I was thinking of Alan Arkin as 
my real grandpa who passed away, so that made me a 
little sad. But I find it quite easy to change from happy to 
sad.” 
 
4-……………………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “It took two weeks for me to learn it, but I loved 
doing it, I had a really great choreographer and her 
assistant who worked with me. I thought it was a lot of 
fun.” 

 
5-……………………………………………………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “I don’t think I would ever want to do it, I am not interested in entering anything like that. 
Also, I wouldn’t want to give acting up. But I think most of the girls that do enter them, like them 
a lot and have fun, so that is why they do it.” 
 
6-……………………………………………………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “ Either an actress or a veterinarian because I really like animals and I have pets 
myself, two dogs and one cat. I have not decided yet what I will do. But at the moment I am 
enjoying acting.” 
 
7-……………………...…………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “ We live in New York, not Los Angeles, so I don’t 
have a lot of friends who are actors, just a couple. Most of my 
friends are nothing to do with films. They don’t treat me special 
at all. Sometimes we’ll be talking and I will tell them I have a 
movie coming out and they will say ‘that’s cool anyway lets go 
and play’, so we don’t really talk about it a lot, they do think it’s 
cool and they are happy for me, but they don’t treat me any 
differently from anyone else. “ 
 
8-………………………………………………………………….? 
Abigail: “I don’t think our family is anything like this one. Every 
family has issues and problems I think, but I think my family is 
a little more sane and a little less crazy. They are just different. 
My family are mostly together and very happy with each other. 
The Hoover family seem to be in a bit of a pickle sometimes. 
But I like them. “  
 
(Adapted from uk.hollywood.com) 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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ACTIVITY 5 
 
TRANSLATE THE FOLLOWING QUOTES FROM THE FILM INTO CATALAN OR SPANISH. 
 
 
 
 
A)  
Richard: We were driving for six or seven hours... and we thought he was napping... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
B)  
Grandpa: Losers are people who are so afraid of not winning, they don't even try.  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
C)  
Richard:. Everyone, just ... pretend to be normal.  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
D)  

Richard: Sarcasm is the refuge of 
losers. 
Frank: Really? 
Richard: Sarcasm is losers trying 
to bring winners down to their 
level. 
Frank: Thank you for opening my 
eyes to what a loser I am! 
 
…………………………………………,,, 
 
…………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
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ACTIVITAT 4.  

EL TEMA DE DEBAT  
      
          Després de veure el 
film, llegiu aquest article de 
diari i organitzeu un debat a 
la classe sobre una de les 
frases que es diuen a la 
pel·lícula: 
 
“FRACASSAT ÉS AQUELL 
QUE TÉ TANTA POR DE 
FRACASSAR QUE NI TAN 
SOLS HO INTENTA” 
 



     LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE                                                                                 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORGANITZA 
 

 

INFORMACIÓ I RESERVA 

Telf. 935403698 / 660070129. Fax.935555070 
picadig@grupouni2.com 

 

AMB EL SUPORT DE 
 

Ajuntament de Badalona (Àrea d’Educació) 
Ajuntament de l’Hospitalet de Llobregat (Educació i Cultura) 

Ajuntament de Mataró (Educació) 
Ajuntament de Santa Coloma de Gramenet (Educació) 

Ajuntament de Terrassa (Educació) 
Diputació de Barcelona (Àrea de Cultura. Àrea d’Educació) 

 

COL.LABOREN 
 

Centres de Recursos Pedagògics 
Maresme I, Maresme III i Ciutat de Badalona 
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